
DESIGN: DoubleMRanch.com   PRINTING: Lithtex NW  CARTOGRAPHY: Chris Behee   
PHOTOGRAPHY: Rich Bowers, Colleen Carroll, Ed.D., Alan Fritzberg 

2015–2016 GROWING PARTNERSHIPS: Our Pathway to Success

FOR BIRD LOVERS 
Partnering with Audubon

The North Cascades Audubon Society initiated bird surveys 
in 2015 on fifteen Whatcom Land Trust owned and easement 
protected properties throughout Whatcom County. In October 
2016, Whatcom Land Trust was honored to sign a memorandum 
of understanding with the North Cascades Audubon Society to 
support continued surveys. 

With the increase in Whatcom Land Trust land acquisitions 
and conservation easements, combined with the decline of bird 
species locally and nationwide, both partners recognized the Land 
Trust plays an important role in stewarding habitat that has 
cascading benefits for birds as well as other wildlife and native 
plant species.

“Whatcom Land Trust properties are a treasure trove  
for local birders seeking to explore safe havens  

for resident and migratory birds.”
 –Steven Harper, Audubon board member & Whatcom Land Trust steward

Surveys are conducted three times a year: spring migration, 
breeding season and fall migration. The largest numbers 
were sighted at Ladies of the Lake, Riverstead, Samish River 

Making a Difference on the Land 
From Fenton to Jensen Family Forest Park, Riverstead to 

Wildcat Reach, Edfro Creek to Ladies of the Lake and other 
points in between — land stewards removed over 1800 feet of 
fencing, re-decked two bridges and planted thousands of native 
plants and seedlings.

The heart of our stewardship work is maintaining and 
improving habitat on 4,009 acres of fee-titled land in Whatcom 
County. Whatcom Land Trust staff also monitor conservation 
easements on 6,507 acres throughout Whatcom County.

IMPACTS
Total acres protected = 20,670

Conservation easements = 78 properties totaling 6,507 acres

WLT owned and stewarded = 85 properties totaling 4,009 acres

Native trees planted = 6,550

Acres cleared of invasive plant species = 4 

Miles of improved trails = 1.3

Volunteer stewardship hours worked = 1,347

The mission of Whatcom Land Trust is to  
preserve and protect wildlife habitat, scenic, 
agricultural and open space lands in  Whatcom County  
for future generations by securing interests in land  
and promoting land stewardship.

2016 FINANCIALS
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT & DIRECTOR
Whatcom Land Trust is deeply invested in protecting our local habitat, agricultural, 
shoreline, and open space lands in partnership with the Whatcom Community. We believe 
that land conservation begins with people, and connecting people to place. Over the past year 
we have strategically grown our partnerships and connections—enhancing and enriching the 
legacy of  land in Whatcom County that is held in trust for the future. 

Over the last year, the word “trust” has been an 
important topic of  discussion.  As we reflect back on 
the 2015-16 year, this annual report helps to explain 
what trust means to our work and how our work and 
collaboration benefits your life, family, and values.

•  More than 20 years ago, Gerry and Leandra Gudbranson 

entrusted their property to us through their estate 

planning, and today their land is permanently protected 

from logging and development and ensures their vision 

of  the property, forever, as a nature preserve.

•  Working in partnership and trust with Whatcom County, 

local farmers and rural landowners, Whatcom Land 

Trust has nearly doubled our agricultural easements 

and helped guarantee that another 300 to 400 acres of  

farmland remains permanently available for agriculture  

in the future.

• Trust is demonstrated as well by our recognition by 

the national, independent Land Trust Accreditation 

Commission. The Accreditation seal, highlighted in this 

report, is awarded to land trusts that meet the highest 

national standards for excellence and conservation 

permanence and assures the public of  Whatcom Land 

Trust’s commitment and its promise to perpetuity. 

Thank you for your trust 
in us. We look forward to 
continuing partnerships  
with you.

Chris & Rich

THE GUDBRANSON LEGACY
Leandra and Gerry Gudbranson cherished their home near Blaine. 

For years they lived adjacent to the forest they protected. The 35-acre 
Gudbranson Estate features seasonal forested wetlands, and when 

combined with other forested land in the 
area, this property provides an extended safe 
haven for wildlife.

In 1992, while planning the future of  
their estate, the Gudbransons decided 
they would place their beloved property in 
safekeeping with Whatcom Land Trust for 
perpetuity. The Trust established permanent 
conservation easements on the estate to 
carry out their wishes and ensure the 
land they loved will never be developed or 
harvested for timber.

Today, Whatcom Land Trust is happy 
to fulfill the trust that Leandra and Gerry 
placed in the organization 25 years ago, 
and follow through on their belief  in our 
mission, conservation values and vision.

The Gudbransons’ generous gift of  
forested wetland in the Drayton Creek 
Watershed helps to connect two distinct 
focal areas (see map on reverse side) that 
link agricultural lands and coastal shorelines 
with the natural resources they share. 

The Gudbranson legacy supports our 
broader aim to improve the health of  natural 

ecological systems throughout Whatcom County in partnership with 
willing private land owners and others using conservation easements and 
other permanent land protections.

Together, the land protected, connected and conserved represents a 
diverse tapestry of  landscapes, natural resources and special places for 
all of  Whatcom County, today and always.

Since 1970, the North Cascades 
Audubon Society has represented the 
interests and importance of wildlife, 
habitat and the environment in  
Whatcom County.
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Headquarters, Catalyst, Point Roberts-Lily Point and 
California Creek. These properties include a number of 
features favorable to our feathered friends: wetlands,  
expanses of water, flowing water, forests and fields.

WHATCOM COUNTY BIRD SIGHTINGS
2015: 116 bird species 

2016: 128 bird species 

Birds sighted include a grand mélange of Pacific Northwest 
regulars and visitors, from red-winged blackbirds to 
Vaux’s swift and MacGillivray’s warbler, wrens, thrushes, 
hummingbirds, woodpeckers, robins, wood ducks, sparrows 
and flycatchers, sapsuckers, doves and kestrels.

Local Businesses  
Joining Hands for Conservation
2015-2016 marked a year to celebrate new friendships 
between Whatcom Land Trust, entrepreneurs and 
organizations in our community. Thank you to our many 
generous business supporters, especially those who joined us 
in 2016 for the following activities.

Aslan Brewing included Whatcom Land Trust in their Ten-
for-Ten sponsorship event, donating 10% of one-day proceeds 
toward our conservation and stewardship endeavors.

The Conservation Alliance for the first time hosted its 
Backyard Collective on one of our properties. Led by 
Superfeet and Arcteryx volunteers, they clearing away 1.5 
acres of scotch broom in just one day!

The Filling Station, a Fairhaven custom burger restaurant, 
celebrated its first anniversary with a special donation to 
Whatcom Land Trust.

Wandering Waters, an event venue on the North Fork 
Nooksack adjacent to our Maple Creek Reach property, hosted 
the ‘Welcome Back Salmon’ land stewardship celebration.

Echoes Lutheran Ministry helped the Trust extend our 
traditional boundaries to join hands with local faith leaders 
and co-host dialogues on faith, nature and environmentalism.

Whatcom Museum and Whatcom Land Trust co-presented 
‘Deck the Old City Halls’ and ‘Gifts Inspired by Nature’ in 
December. Our co-promotion helped to share the Trust’s 
story with downtown businesses and their employees, local 
artists, farmers, authors and holiday revelers.

Chris Moench, Board President, and  
Rich Bowers, Executive Director

GUDBRANSON ESTATE
35 acres of forest &  
wetland protected 

Statement of  Activities sources and uses of  funds represent the fiscal 
year ending June 2016. This financial information is excerpted from 
Whatcom Land Trust’s audited financial statements.  To obtain a  
complete copy of  the audit by the firm Larson Gross PLLC please  
contact Whatcom Land Trust at (360) 650-9470.
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3 UPPER SOUTH FORK  
NOOKSACK RIVER

Partners: Lummi & Nooksack Tribes, 
Department of Natural Resources,  
Private Timber Companies
Upper South Fork and its major tributaries 
are a very important fisheries resource for the 
endangered spring Chinook salmon as well 
as home to all five species of  Pacific salmon. 
This basin is also important ecologically for elk 
and eagle habitat. Principal goals: Protect and 
enhance water quality and quantity, habitat, 
forests.

4 LAKE WHATCOM 
WATERSHED

Partners: City of Bellingham,  
Whatcom County
The glacially-carved 7.6 mile Lake Whatcom 
provides drinking water for more than 95,000 
Bellingham residents. Its water quality is 
compromised by pollutants from stormwater 
runoff, forestry practices, and recreational uses. 
Surrounded by hills, land use is distributed 
between residential use, commercial forestry, 
county park land, and protected watershed land. 
Principal goals: Limit residential and commercial 
development, promote a healthy forest ecosystem 
and enhance watershed protections.

5 CHUCKANUT MOUNTAIN 

Partners: City of Bellingham, Whatcom 
County, State Parks, Washington State 
Department of Fish & Wildlife
Chuckanut Mountain is a prized recreational 
area with rich habitat comprised of  mature 
second growth forests, wetlands, snags, cliffs, 
caves and wildlife corridors. Private working 
forests and public parks offer an abundance  
of  multi-use recreation opportunities.  
Principal goals: Limit additional residential 
development and protect critical habitat and 
wildlife corridors.

6      WHATCOM CORE 
AGRICULTURAL ZONE

Partners: Whatcom County, Whatcom 
Conservation District, Cities of Lynden, 
Ferndale, Everson and Nooksack
The core of  working farmland of  Whatcom 
County is comprised of  85,000 acres of  zoned 
agricultural land and an additional 15,000 
acres of  land with significant agricultural 
value. Whatcom County has a goal to maintain 
the critical mass of  at least 100,000 acres 
to sustain a viable agricultural sector. One 
tool to accomplish this goal is the County’s 
voluntary Purchase of  Development Rights 

1NORTH & MIDDLE FORKS  
OF THE NOOKSACK RIVER

Partners: Lummi & Nooksack Tribes, 
Department of Natural Resources, 
Whatcom County
This priority area is dominated by the North 
and Middle Forks of  the Nooksack and major 
tributary streams -- Canyon Creek, Maple 
Creek and Clearwater Creek. Principal goals: 
Habitat protection and stewardship along the 
riparian zone.

2       SOUTH FORK  
NOOKSACK RIVER VALLEY

Partners: Lummi and Nooksack Tribes, 
Department of Natural Resources, 
Whatcom County, Flood Sub-zone
This unique river valley is dominated by forest, 
floodplain and wetland habitats. All five species 
of  Pacific Salmon are found in the snow-fed 
South Fork of  the Nooksack River. Commercial 
forestry and farming are the predominant land 
uses. Principal goals: Balancing the needs of  
forestry, farming, floodplain mitigation and 
wildlife protection.

ROADMAP TO SUCCESS:  A Pathway to Our Future GROWING PARTNERSHIPS  
WITH THE COMMUNITY
WHATCOM LAND TRUST  
CONSERVATION PLAN UPDATE

Our Vision: Our conservation strategy 
encompasses 6 broad conservation values 
prioritized across 7 geographic focal areas. 
This strategy ensures that our mission 
serves diverse community interests, 
partners, enterprises and resources while 
giving our neighbors a strong voice in 
helping Whatcom Land Trust protect  
and care for our lands and resources.

PRIORITY COMMUNITY VALUES

MAP LEGEND

 Whatcom Land Trust Properties and Easements

 Whatcom Land Trust Facilitated Acquisitions  
      by Whatcom County

Q    Whatcom Land Trust Preserves to Visit

Q    Whatcom County Parks

(PDR) program. Using this tool and working 
in partnership, Whatcom Land Trust maintains  
agricultural conservation easements to 
permanently protect agricultural properties for 
local food and farmers. Priority in the working 
core is to protect soils and water resources to 
maximize food production. Principal goals: 
Protect large tracts of  productive farmland that 
are under significant threat of  development.

7 COASTAL SHORELINES 

Partners: Washington State, Department 
of Fish & Wildlife, City of Bellingham, 
Lummi & Nooksack Tribes. City of Blaine  
and Birch Bay Community
Whatcom County has 134 miles of  marine 
shoreline with a diverse range of  topography 
and forms from river deltas and estuaries 
to feeder bluffs, sandy beaches, and rocky 
shorelines. Each unique form provides important 
habitat and recreational values. Principal goals: 
Protect critical shoreline habitats such as coastal 
forests and wetlands and feeder bluffs, while 
providing public access where appropriate.

Whatcom Land Trust conducted a survey to 
collect community feedback on the Conservation 
Plan Update. This chart aggregates responses 
from over 200 county residents. Water quality & 
quantity and wildlife habitat were the top  
conservation priorities for Whatcom County.

PRIORITY AREAS   
IN WHATCOM COUNTY7
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