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• Over a six month period from 2016 to 2017, 
the Whatcom Land Trust administered a 
survey to gauge the public’s opinion on 
conservation priorities for Whatcom County.

• WLT conducted both online and in-person 
surveys, together totaling 261 participants. 

• Participants live throughout Whatcom 
County, with the majority (65%) living in 
Bellingham. 

• Ages of participants vary, but with the 
majority falling into the “60 or older” 
category. 

• Conservation priorities for Whatcom Land 
Trust’s seven focal areas are displayed on 
the map. 
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LAKE WHATCOM 
WATERSHED

The glacially-carved 7.6 mile Lake Whatcom provides drinking 
water for more than 95,000 Bellingham residents. Its water quality 
is compromised by pollutants from stormwater runoff, forestry 
practices, and recreational uses. Land use in the surrounding 
foothills includes residential use, commercial forestry, county park 
land, and protected watershed land. 

#1 PUBLIC PRIORITY:Purchase and remove development rights
#2 PUBLIC PRIORITY: Improve water quality

CHUCKANUT 
MOUNTAIN

Chuckanut Mountain is a prized recreational area with rich habitat 
comprised of mature second growth forests, wetlands, snags, cliffs, caves 
and wildlife corridors. Private working forests and public parks offer an 
abundance of multi-use recreation opportunities.

#1 PUBLIC PRIORITY:Protect habitat and wildlife corridors
#2 PUBLIC PRIORITY: Limit residential development
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The core of working farmland in Whatcom County is comprised of 
85,000 acres of zoned agricultural land and an additional 15,000 acres 
with significant agricultural value. Whatcom County has a goal to 
maintain the critical mass of at least 100,000 acres to sustain a viable 
agricultural sector. One tool to accomplish this goal is the County’s 
voluntary Purchase of Development Rights (PDR) program. Using 
this tool and working in partnership, Whatcom Land Trust maintains 
agricultural conservation easements to permanently protect agricultural 
properties for local food and farmers. Priority in the working core is to 
protect soils and water resources to maximize food production. 

#1 PUBLIC PRIORITY: Protect more farmland from development
#2 PUBLIC PRIORITY: Improve water quality and quantity

WHATCOM CORE 
AGRICULTURAL ZONE

Whatcom County has 134 miles of marine shoreline with a diverse 
range of topography and forms from river deltas and estuaries to 
feeder bluffs, sandy beaches, and rocky shorelines. Each unique form 
provides important habitat and recreational values. 

#1 PUBLIC PRIORITY: Protect shorelines for habitat
#2 PUBLIC PRIORITY: Protect adjacent forests and wetlands
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In	your	opinion,	 what	are	the	top	conservation	
priorities	for	the	future?

Upper	South	Fork	Nooksack	River

South	Fork	Nooksack	River	Valley

Chuckanut	Mountain

North	&	Middle	Fork	Nooksack	River

Core	Agricultural	Zone

Coastal	Shorelines

Lake	Whatcom	Watershed

For	future	conservation	 projects,	how	would	
you prioritize	the	following	 focal	areas?

CONSERVATION PLAN UPDATE

PUBLIC SURVEY RESULTS
2016-2017

Lake Whatcom Watershed

Thank you for sharing your vision of a healthy prosperous 

Whatcom County by participating in the Conservation Plan 

Update. Your conservation values and dreams will guide our work 

and help us connect more people like you to the forests, parks, 

agricultural lands, rivers, and marine habitat that we love, year 

after year. 

Whatcom Land Trust lands are your lands, made possible with 

your gifts of financial support. Like gifts that flow freely from 

nature, your gifts flow back into the land, water and species 

through Whatcom Land Trust’s work.

Your support allows Whatcom Land Trust to connect our 

community to the forests, parks, agricultural lands, rivers, and 

marine habitat that we love, year after year. Like gifts that flow 

freely from nature, your gifts flow back into the land, water and 

species through our work. 

We invite you to visit our web site to learn about the many ways 

you can support Whatcom Land Trust, today and always. Thank you.

whatcomlandtrust.org 

The Mission of the Whatcom Land Trust is to preserve and 

protect wildlife habitat, scenic, agricultural and open space lands 

in Whatcom County for future generations by securing interests 

in land and promoting land stewardship.

Funding for this brochure provided in part by:

Through the Whatcom Community Foundation Whatcom County Grant Round

NORTH & MIDDLE FORKS 
OF THE NOOKSACK RIVER4

This priority area is dominated by the North and Middle Forks of the 
Nooksack and major tributary streams – Canyon Creek, Maple Creek 
and Clearwater Creek. 

#1 PUBLIC PRIORITY: Protect and increase side channel habitat for 
salmon
#2 PUBLIC PRIORITY: Restore forested river corridor

This unique river valley is dominated by forest, floodplain and 
wetland habitats. All five species of Pacific salmon are found in the 
snow-fed South Fork of the Nooksack River. Commercial forestry 
and farming are the predominant land uses. 

#1 PUBLIC PRIORITY: Restore forested river corridor
#2 PUBLIC PRIORITY: Limit development in floodplains

6 SOUTH FORK NOOKSACK 
RIVER VALLEY

7
Upper South Fork and its major tributaries are very important as 
fisheries resources for the endangered spring Chinook salmon as 
well as home to all five species of Pacific salmon. This basin is also 
important ecologically for elk and eagle habitat.

#1 PUBLIC PRIORITY: Restore forested river corridor
#2 PUBLIC PRIORITY: Improve water quality

UPPER SOUTH FORK 
NOOKSACK RIVER
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MAP LEGEND

Whatcom Land Trust facilitated acquisitions 
by Whatcom County

Whatcom Land Trust Properties and 
Easements

* Whatcom Land Trust Preserves to Visit

Whatcom County Parks*

California Creek Estuary

Restore forested river corridor

PUBLIC PRIORITIES FOR FOCAL AREAS

Protect shorelines for habitat

Protect and increase side channel habitat 
for salmon

Protect more farmland from development

Protect habitat and wildlife corridors

Improve water quality and quantity

Protect adjacent forests and wetlands

Limit development in sensitive areas

The symbols on the map represent the priorities 
identified from the public survey. Size of the 
symbols indicate priority ranking.
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