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Meet Solvei Metcalf, Rebecca Reich Memorial Conservation Intern 
 

Solvei Metcalf has been serving as our Rebecca 
Reich Memorial Conservation Intern since June 
2017. Solvei is a June 2017 graduate of WWU's 
Urban Planning program. She brings interest in 
learning more about land conservation and was 
eager to gain experience in working for a non-
profit. "I applied for the position because I thought 
it would be a good opportunity to explore the 
realm of a conservation land trust and how to 
protect wildlife habitat and farmland in a rapidly 
urbanizing region. I was also eager to get 
experience with creating maps before I began the 
Geographic Information Systems class I’m taking 
this fall, and to build my knowledge of graphic 
design by creating a brochure for the Land Trust.” 
 
Since June 2017 Solvei has been working 
alongside Conservation Director Gabe Epperson 
to design a brochure reporting the results of a 
survey conducted this past year inquiring what 
conservation actions the public prioritizes. In addition, Solvei has written a baseline report for 
the newly acquired Lower Middle Fork Nooksack River Property Complex, and updating maps 
for the property.  
 
“I’m very fortunate to have an internship at a non-profit dedicated to protecting and preserving 
the critical areas of Whatcom County. One thing I’ve learned while at the Land Trust is how 
much work is put into acquiring and protecting these properties, from the documentation and the 
legal processes to the physical labor of removing invasive species. It’s rewarding to know that 
the brochure I created will allow others to learn more about what conservation actions the public 
priorities in each of the seven focal areas in our Conservation Plan Update, and will hopefully 
start a discussion about Whatcom Land Trust with a wider audience.  
 
“I’m happy to have a hand in this meaningful work that will benefit the environment and the 
people of Whatcom County in perpetuity. I am grateful to Rebecca Reich for her commitment to 
conservation, and want to say thank you to those who support this internship through their 
gifts.” In terms of future projects, Solvei will be assisting with building the reports for new 
agricultural easements, including creating maps and helping with the baseline report.  
 

Solvei Metcalf participates in a 

stewardship work party at the Middle Fork 

Nooksack River, October, 2017 


