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On June 30th, 2017 the Whatcom Land Trust, working with a number of partners, announced the purchase of 11.5 
acres of the California Creek Estuary, located in the Drayton Harbor Watershed. According to Whatcom Land Trust 

Conservation Director Gabe Epperson, “The California Creek Estuary property is a critical link in protection of bird and 
salmon species in northern Washington. This property includes the mouth of the estuary and thus is a vital link to Drayton 
Harbor and the protection of its tidelands and vulnerable wetlands ecosystems.” 

Rich Bowers, Executive Director, talks about the importance of the land acquisition, “Our plan is to not only provide safe 
and protected habitat, but also to improve public access to shorelines and coastal areas. We also hope to reverse some of 
the disruptive ecological conditions currently affecting fish, waterfowl, wildlife and water quality in Drayton Harbor.”

The Blaine-Birch Bay Park and Recreation District #2 was a significant funding partner in purchasing and protecting the 
estuary. This property provides a critical connecting link to completing the Birch Bay to Blaine trail. The Trust teamed up 
with Blaine-Birch Bay Park & Recreation District #2 to develop a long-term plan for protection and public access. Using a 
proven successful model that has previously brought 15 parks into the Whatcom County Parks and Recreation System, the 
Trust is pleased to be the catalyst for creating this new park along the northern-most shoreline of Whatcom County.

To expedite this purchase and ensure the protection of the estuary, Whatcom Land Trust also solidified an innovative 
financial partnership with The Conservation Fund for bridge funding while also seeking permanent funding from sources 
such as The Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program and Aquatic Lands Protection grants. Whatcom Land Trust 
plans to convey the property to the Park District while continuing to hold an easement on the property, ensuring that the 
land is protected in perpetuity.
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The Mission of the Whatcom Land Trust is to preserve and protect wildlife habitat, scenic, 
agricultural and open space lands in Whatcom County for future generations by

securing interests in land and promoting land stewardship.
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Caitlin Guthrie, Associate, Land Conservation Loans for the Conservation Fund stated, “Growing up in Whatcom County, 
my family and I frequently explored the trails that make this such an incredible place to live.  It’s an honor now to partner 
with Whatcom Land Trust, a true leader in our community, by providing timely bridge financing for them to conserve this 
special place for the benefit of all---people and wildlife.”

About Whatcom Land Trust 

Whatcom Land Trust has protected more than 20,000 acres in Whatcom County through fee-purchase and 
conservation easements, working with willing landowners and conservation partners. To date, the Trust protects 
approximately 430 acres of coastal lands, including Lily Point Marine Reserve in Point Roberts, Point Whitehorn 
Marine Reserve near Cherry Point, and Clark’s Point and Teddy Bear Cove near Chuckanut Drive.  
www.whatcomlandtrust.org

About The Conservation Fund 

The Conservation Fund makes conservation work for America. By creating solutions that make environmental 
and economic sense, we are redefining conservation to demonstrate its essential role in our future prosperity. Our 
Loan program offers flexible financing as well as sustained and expert technical assistance to land trusts and other 
organizations aiming to protect key properties in their communities. www.conservationfund.org
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