
A Perfect Partnership, Years in the Making 
 

Whatcom Land Trust has been working for years to acquire a piece of land where 
California Creek empties into Drayton Harbor. In anticipation of the June 30th purchase, 
the Trust visited the site to talk with Ted Morris, Director of the Blaine-Birch Bay Park 
and Recreation District #2. Eventually the Trust will be transferring the land over to the 
Park District to be used for low impact recreation in the community. Morris talks about 
the partnership the Park District has with Whatcom Land Trust and how it helps to 
achieve a common vision. 
 
WLT: What is the most important issue and what are the biggest challenges facing 
Drayton Harbor and the surrounding area? 
 
Morris: To me it seems like water quality and 
public access to our natural areas are 
probably the two main issues of this area. As 
more and more people move here we are 
seeing an increasing amount of development. 
As the population of Blaine and Birch Bay 
increases, we have to do a better job of 
managing growth and working to preserve the 
natural areas that are still intact. If we can't 
keep this area healthy, it won't do us much 
good in the future. Shoreline access is also a 
challenge of the area because everyone wants 
it yet public access is very minimal.  
 
WLT: What is the vision for the area surrounding 
Drayton Harbor? 
 
Morris: Maintaining the resource that we have here. 
That includes keeping the oyster harvests 
sustainable, the waters clean, natural areas natural 
and continuing to provide safe, inclusive and low 
impact access. Creating more trails is the number 
one request from the public in this area and we are 
working hard to fulfill that request. We have been 
working on the trail since 2004 and portions of it 
have already been completed. We are eager to 
work with private landowners to create a 
contiguous trail and this property provides an 
essential piece of that puzzle. If I could look back 
and see a trail connecting Blaine and Birch Bay 
with these natural areas, that would be a pretty 
good legacy to have. 
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WLT: Who are some of the partners for the Park District ? 
 
Morris: Whatcom County Parks has been a 
great partner because they allow us to lease 
park land for our Activity Center and Office. We 
have also worked with the City of Blaine on 
many of our projects and they have provided 
great support for us. The BP Cherry Point 
Refinery has been a great neighbor for Birch 
Bay by helping to further stewardship in the 
area. A great example of this is the BP Heron 
Center located at Birch Bay State Park which 
provides educational opportunities for the 
community.  
 
WLT: What role does Whatcom Land Trust play in achieving your vision for the 
Blaine-Birch Bay community?  
 
Morris: It is a wonderful partnership because without Whatcom Land Trust, we might not 
be able to purchase and conserve this piece of property on California Creek or other 
properties in the District. One of the benefits of the land trust is that they work directly 
with landowners to secure interests to protect the land and promote stewardship.This 
collaboration is a big step forward for the Park District because it is the first time that we 
will both own and manage property rather than lease the land from another entity. The 
ability of the land trust acquiring land and then having the Park District manage it 
for the public good is a perfect partnership.  
 
 
 
 
A big thank you to Ted Morris for taking the time to meet with us.  
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