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Rebecca Reich Memorial Conservation Intern 
Meet Evan Oster, WLT Conservation Intern 

Rebecca Reich’s love of Whatcom County’s lands lives on 
through a memorial established in her memory to fund a 
Whatcom Land Trust Conservation intern.  

Evan Oster graduated in March 2017 with a degree in 
Environmental Studies and a minor in Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS) from Western Washington University. His initial 
experience with Whatcom Land Trust was during an internship 
during the summer of 2016 where he helped to prepare 
presentations and maps for use in the field. “I provided the 
visual representation for the physical field work,” according to 
Evan.  

Evan accepted the part-time position of Conservation Intern in 
February 2017 when gifts to the memorial fund were made 
possible by several dozen donors who wished to remember Rebecca’s important work on 
the board, and especially the Lands Committee.  As of this writing there are resources 
available to fund the position for up to two years. 

“What I’m working on now is directly related to Whatcom Land Trust’s long-term 
conservation goals,” says Evan. “I have a better understanding of the organization’s goals to 
conserve all kinds of property for recreation, agriculture, water resources, open space and 
more. During spring quarter I helped Gabe with the Purchase of Development Rights (PDR) 
program. I had a chance to meet landowners and was gratified to see how excited they 
were to work with Whatcom Land Trust. They see the mutual benefits of preserving 
farmland, keeping it productive for the long term.” 

Evan’s immediate plans include pursuing work with the forest service. “I have talked with 
(WLT volunteer coordinator) Dennis Conner about that. Besides the professional experience 
I have gained, It’s been great to develop networks of people who can provide 
recommendations and steer me toward job opportunities,” he added. Long term, Evan plans 
to return to school for a master’s degree in environmental studies or sustainability. 

“I never had a chance to meet Rebecca,” said Evan, “but she sounds like a pretty amazing 
person who was really committed to Whatcom Land Trust and land conservation in the 
community.” 
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If you would like to make a gift to the Rebecca Reich Memorial Conservation Intern fund, please 

contact Jill Clark at 360‐746‐3423 or jill@whatcomlandtrust.org, or simply make an online gift 

through out website and indicate ‘Rebecca Reich Memorial’ in the notes section. 


