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Whatcom Land Trust is turning 
30 this fall. Thirty year-olds in 

Whatcom County today may not realize 
that the beauty of this place is not the 
result of  mere luck or accident. They’ve 
been enjoying the Chuckanut Trail 
System, Teddy Bear Cove and Squires 
Lake since they were little kids. While 
still in high school, they discovered the 
Stimpson Family Nature Reserve, visited 
the Deming Homestead Eagle Park and 
maybe hiked through the Canyon Lake 
Community Forest. They’ve been eating 
and even occasionally catching salmon 
without thinking about where those 
fish spawn and why the streams are still 
clean and wild. Some of Whatcom’s 
30-year-olds have already taken their 
own kids to explore Racehorse Creek, 
Point Whitehorn, or Lily Point Marine 
Reserve. Whatcom Land Trust’s long-
term mission to protect the county’s 
natural assets “for future generations” is 
already being fulfilled: the first of those 
future generations is arriving now.  

Today, WLT has more than 20,000 
protected acres on its roster—lands 
we own, lands we protect through 
conservation easements and parklands 
we helped public agencies acquire. As 
our responsibilities have grown, so too 
have our needs: more filing cabinets, 

more phone lines, more shovels and weed 
whackers and more staff to take care of the 
10,000 acres that are in WLT’s daily care. 

Recently, an opportunity arose that we 
couldn’t pass up. A nearby law firm 
closed its doors and pounded a for-sale 
sign in the front yard. Tom Resick and 
Brian Hansen were supportive sellers 
and were willing to offer us a good deal 
and we were given unbeatable terms by 
our lender. To make a long story short: 
WLT, like many 30-year-olds, has bought 
a home—a place where we can grow, a 
place where we can host the community, 
a place where we plan to be 30 years from 
now.  The tipping factor in our decision 
to buy was the loan offered by Whatcom 
Educational Credit Union.  Our monthly 
expenses will increase minimally as a 
result of the favorable terms offered by 
both WECU and the sellers. Then, when 
we thought it couldn’t get any nicer, 
our real estate broker and consultant 

Richard Eggemeyer donated part of his 
commission to the Trust. 

In the coming weeks and months, we 
will keep you updated on both our 
progress and our needs as we prepare 
our new home.  The building is in great 
shape, but as usual, it needs a coat of 
paint, flooring, some new windows, a 
refreshed landscape—the typical things 
new homes require.  We will publish 
specific needs on our website and will 
be grateful for any donations or bargains 
you can help us get. 

Best of all, we are looking forward to the 
first of what we hope will be a regular 
series of open house events. We take a 
lot of calls about what we do, and we 
mail out newsletters and reports every 
year, but we’d love to stand around a map 
with you, answer your questions, hear 
your views and enjoy a little community 
fellowship.

Thoughts on Turning Thirty 
from the Executive Director                                                                                                                            

Whatcom Land Trust is moving into its new home at 412 N. Commercial in August. We’re growing up!

Executive Director
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