Stimpson Curriculum

Lesson plans for Stimpson Family Nature Reserve
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Lesson Plan: Animal Acting
This lesson introduces students to the different types of animals that may be found at Stimpson, allowing them to creatively act like the animals.

Part I: LESSON OVERVIEW

A. Objectives

Upon completion of this activity students will be able to:

· Identify common animals of Stimpson.

· Know how some of the common animals of Stimpson act and move.

· Understand the types of habitats that animals would live in.

· Use basic research skills to find information about animals at Stimpson.

B. Key Terms

Nature reserve, habitat, ecosystem.  

C. Materials:

· Paper and writing utensils

· Animal Activity Sheet (provided)

· Flashcards (provided, optional)

· Resource materials, field guides (optional)
· Clipboards 
D. Preparation

· Find pictures of some of the animals commonly found at Stimpson in books, magazines, on the Internet, or through other resources to show to the students. (See background information for a list of some of the commonly found animals.)
· Make copies of the Animal Activity Sheet.
· Prepare the flashcards using the information provided or with additional research. 

· Be sure to arrange appropriate transportation means out to Stimpson, and also ask for parent or other adult volunteers to accompany the field trip.

Part II: LESSON DESCRIPTION

Classroom Activities

A. Animal Background (10 minutes)
Introduce some of the animals found at Stimpson by showing pictures in books and magazines, or use a computer and projector, depending on technological availabilities. 
Questions to ask students:

· Do you know what animal this is? Is it a bird, mammal, reptile…?

· How does this animal move? What sounds does it make?

· Have you seen this animal?

· Where have you seen this animal? 

· Where else do you think this animal might live? Does it like water, trees, fields…?

· What sorts of things does this animal eat?

B. Primary Research (10-15 minutes)

1. Assign a group of students (3-4 students) to a particular animal. Provide the flashcards or other sources of information to the students, and give them the Animal Worksheet to fill out. They should work in their groups but fill out their own worksheets. 

2. Give the students time to talk about their animal as a group. Ask the same questions as in the “Animal Background” section above. Tell the students they should focus on how the animal moves, what sounds it makes, and where it lives. Give the students some hints if there isn’t information about that on the flashcards or if it isn’t clear. 

3. When the groups have figured out how the animal moves, what sounds it makes, and where it lives, tell the students to act as the animals (if they already haven’t done so). Allow them to roam around the classroom, flapping their arms as wings if they are birds or scampering on all fours if they are voles, for instance. 

4. Allow the students to have fun and be expressive, but before wrapping up, tell the students to practice silently acting as animals. This way, they will be used to using quiet, respectful voices in the nature reserve. 

*For older students, students may do the research on their own. They should find out what the animal looks like, how big it is, what color it is, where it lives, what it likes to eat, what eats it, and other special characteristics and facts about the animal.

Field Activities
Take class to Stimpson Family Nature Reserve. For directions and other information, see Field Trip Planning and Logistics, or contact the Whatcom Land Trust or Whatcom County Parks & Recreation.

C. Animals (60 minutes)
1. Look for clues about what kinds of animals have been there: patches of fur, animal tracks, scat, nests, etc. Ask students, if you were an animal, where would you live? Where would you hide? Would that be different if you were a bird? A deer? A Beaver?
Ask the students the following questions

· What things could animals eat in the forest? 

· Where do the animals get water? 

· What can some animals use for shelter? 

· Can the animals raise their young in the forest?

· How is the forest like our home?

Students may write down words or draw pictures of the clues they find.

2. Stop the class periodically to point out a particular area, and ask if an animal could live there. Explain or remind students what “habitat” means, and tell them that could be the animal’s habitat. 
3. On the way back to the parking lot, allow each group from the classroom activity to take turns leading the rest of the class along the trail acting as their different animal – silently, as the students already practiced inside. Remind them that they don’t want to disturb the wildlife or miss the chance to see the actual animals! 
Part III: BACKGROUND INFORMATION
A. Animals at Stimpson

Examples of common species: barred owl, red-breasted sapsucker, pileated woodpecker, downy woodpecker, hairy woodpecker, great blue heron, osprey, winter wren, mice, voles, moles, Douglas squirrel, black tail deer, cougar, beaver, raccoon, red-legged frog, pacific tree frog, pacific chorus frog, rough-skinned newt, northwestern salamander
B. Habitat

All life on Earth has a place where it makes its home, called its habitat. An organism’s habitat might include an area as small as an earthworm’s pile of dirt, or it might include a vast corridor of plants and insects along the flight path of a migratory bird. Habitat for an animal consists of all the elements the animal needs to survive and raise healthy young. The most basic elements include the appropriate type and amount of food, water, cover and places to raise young. This is true for all animals, whether human, cougar, bird, kitten or snake. Cover may include protection from the elements or from predators and may often have different qualities that enable their offspring to thrive. Each habitat is unique to a particular species, but all wildlife habitats provide these common elements that enable the species to survive. 

Ecosystems represent the whole community of living things, nonliving elements, and their interrelationships. Ecosystems encompass different habitats. 

Name: ​​____________________

Animal Activity Sheet
What color is this animal?

How big is this animal?

Where does this animal live?

What does it like to eat?

Who eats this animal?

What sounds does this animal make?

How does this animal move?

Lesson Plan: Stories About Nature
This lesson allows the students to make up their own stories about the plants and animals at Stimpson Family Nature Reserve so as to learn the value of storytelling as well as to creatively explore the nature of Stimpson.


Part I: LESSON OVERVIEW

A. Objectives

Upon completion of this activity students will be able to:

· Know the difference between stories and facts.

· Recognize the value of stories and understand how and why cultures use stories.

· Use curiosity and imagination to write a fictional story.

· Write a creative writing story about an aspect of nature found at Stimpson.

· Read or tell the story aloud to their classmates and teacher.

· Identify some of the common plants and animals of Stimpson.

B. Key Terms

Nature reserve, legend, story, tale

C. Materials:

For Classroom Activity

· Storybooks

· Book binding materials: staples, hole punchers, string, brads, etc. (optional)

For Field Activity

· Observation Sheet (provided) and writing utensils

· Clipboards

· Resource materials, field guides
D. Preparation

· Find an environmental story to tell to the students. It could be any story involving some aspect of nature – plants, animals, land, air, etc. See the Background Information for resources about where to find stories. 

· Make enough copies of the Observation Sheet for each student, and find clipboards or something similar for students to write on while at Stimpson.

· Be sure to arrange appropriate transportation means out to Stimpson, and also ask for parent or other adult volunteers to accompany the field trip.

Part II: LESSON DESCRIPTION
Classroom Activity
A. Story Time (20-30 minutes, depending on story)
1. Share the story with the students, either reading it or telling it by heart. Afterwards, talk to the students about the story – did they like it? Who were their favorite characters? Be sure to talk about some of the fictional aspects of the story and how those are used. For instance, Ravens don’t actually talk, but the raven symbolizes something in this story and it’s important to have the raven talking here because…etc. 

2. Talk about why we might tell stories. What can we learn from stories? What else is the story saying?
Field Activity
Take class to Stimpson Family Nature Reserve. For directions and other information, see Field Trip Planning and Logistics, or contact the Whatcom Land Trust or Whatcom County Parks & Recreation.

B. Stories at Stimpson (60-90 minutes)
Take class to Stimpson Family Nature Reserve. For directions and other information, see Appendix A, or contact the Whatcom Land Trust or Whatcom County Parks & Recreation.

1. Tell students to be very observant while they walk through Stimpson, and let them know they may ask lots of questions. Prompt them with other questions to get them thinking, such as why are big leaf maples so big? Why is red alder red on the inside but not the outside? Or they might ask why things are named as they are. What does salmon have to do with a salmonberry? Encourage students to creatively think about how or why these items in nature appear as they are. 

2. While walking, combine the questions and observation time with teaching the students about some of the plants and animals visible. For instance, Did you know Douglas-fir trees are fire resistant? What does that mean? Why would there be fires anyway? Pique the students’ curiosity! 

3. After the students have had time to wander and ask questions, bring them together around a Douglas-fir tree. Tell the story about “how” the Doug-fir cones came to look as they do from mice crawling into the Doug-fir cones. Show the students the cones with the “mice feet” and “tails” hanging out. Make sure the students know the story is pretend, but allow them to have fun with the creativity and imagination of the story. Let the students know that they will be writing stories about the plants or animals that they have questions about to explain how they became that certain way.

Sample story:

Once long, long ago, in a forest very similar to this one, a fire began. Perhaps lightning struck a tree, or maybe there were some careless people who started it – we do not know, but we do know that the fire was very large. As we have just learned, the Douglas-fir is well-prepared for fires because it has such thick bark and tall branches, so it can survive fires. When the fire came burning through the forest, all the animals ran to find a safe place. A wise group of mice ran up the trunk of the Douglas-fir and hid inside the cones, and this hiding place kept the mice safe from the fire. You can still see how they were able to fit inside the cones by looking at a Douglas-fir cone – see the little mice feet and mouse tail still visible on the cone?

4. Now that the students have an idea about how to incorporate stories at Stimpson, let them again look around and find a plant or animal to write about. Make sure they understand that they will need to come up with their own creative story about a plant or animal. If they want to write about an animal, they need not actually see the animal, but they could use signs of the animal –a patch of fur, a feather, animal tracks, etc.  
5. Once students find something that interests them, allow them to find a place sit for 15 to 20 minutes. Use parent or other adult volunteers to keep track of the students as they spread out, making sure they stay on the trail. 
6. Instruct students to draw or write any details they find about their plant or animal, and encourage them to use all of their senses beyond just what they see with their eyes. They don’t have to come up with their story at that moment, since they will have time to write the actual stories later in the classroom, but students should try to think about a creative way to explain some aspect of their plant or animal, such as why trees lose their leaves, for instance. While they are drawing and writing, suggest the students try closing their eyes as they observe, so they can really listen to the sounds of the forest. Encourage everyone to talk quietly and respect everyone’s observation time. 

Possible questions/story ideas: 

· Why do trees lose their leaves?

· Why are tree trunks brown?

· Why do trees grow up?

· Why do beavers make dams?

· How did this fungus/lichen get this high up on a tree?

· Why do cones fall off of trees?

· Why is there so much green in the forest?

7. Have the parent or adult volunteers help to collect the clipboards with the students’ notes, making sure everyone wrote their name on their sheet. Be sure there aren’t any stray pieces of paper or any other type of trash left behind. 
Classroom Activity

C. Writing Stories (20-40 minutes) 
1. Back in the classroom, either the next day or a few days later, allow the students to write the myths/legends/stories that they came up with about their particular plant or animal. In partners or in groups, have the students share their observation drawings and writings with one another to help them remember what they observed.

2. Either provide reference books to the students, or allow students to do their own research about their plant or animal. This way, they can include some factual information into their stories. Read more examples of environmental stories to the students and provide additional books with illustrations for the students to look over. 

3. Instruct students to write their creative stories using their observations from Stimpson and factual information they researched, as well as their imagination. Encourage creativity – talking plants or animals with superpowers are great!

4. Have students can write their stories in final form with illustrations. They may “publish” their books, binding them using various materials such as staples, hole punchers, string, etc.

5. After students have written their stories, let them share them aloud to the class. If possible, show actual pictures of the plants or animals they have written about after they share their stories.

*For younger students, students may do less writing and skip the research portion of the activity. For the observation sheet, students may include more drawings rather than writing.  
Part III: BACKGROUND INFORMATION
A. Common Plants at Stimpson

Examples: Big leaf maple, devil’s club, Douglas-fir, horsetail, Oregon grape, red alder, salal, salmonberry, skunk cabbage, stinging nettle, sword fern, western hemlock, western red cedar, wild ginger
B. Common Animals at Stimpson

Examples: Barred owl, beaver, black tailed deer, cougar, Douglas squirrel, downy woodpecker, great blue heron, hairy woodpecker, mice, moles, northwestern salamander,  osprey,  pacific chorus frog, pacific tree frog, pileated woodpecker, raccoon, red-breasted sapsucker, red-legged frog, rough-skinned newt, vole, winter wren

C. Storytelling

Search the school or public library for environmental stories. Native American stories are often a great resource. One resource is: KEEPERS OF THE EARTH, Native American Stories and Environmental Activities for Children by Michael J. Caduto and Joseph Bruchac. 

Tales with tails by Kevin Strauss is also a great resource with stories from around the world, as well as discussion on performance, telling religious stories, guidelines for non-natives telling Native American stories, and tips for when to use stories in education.

There are also numerous web-based resources. However, it is nice to have the physical book because books often include colorful illustrations. 
Name: ____________________

Observation Sheet

	What do I see?


	What do I hear?



	What do I smell?


	What do I feel?

	Ideas for my story:



	Space for drawing:




Lesson Plan: Class Field Guide
This lesson allows the students to learn about a plant and teach their classmates what they know. Students will also create their own plant field guide that they may use with their families and friends on their own tours of Stimpson, as well as at other locations with similar vegetation. 

Part I: LESSON OVERVIEW

A. Objectives

Upon completion of this activity students will be able to:

· Use a basic field guide to identify plants and trees.
· Know what to look for in identifying plants and trees.
· Recognize some of the plant and tree species of Stimpson Family Nature Reserve. 

· Teach others about a particular plant or tree.

B. Key Terms

Nature reserve, vegetation, invasive species, scientific name, common name

C. Materials:

· Paper and writing utensils
· Plant note cards (provided, optional) 
· Resource materials, field guides

· Book binding materials: staples, hole punchers, string, brads, etc.
· Digital camera (optional)
D. Preparation:

· Become familiar with the plants that may be found at Stimpson, and find field guides and other books that include pictures and information about some of these plants. Write or type the scientific names of enough plants per student or per group of students. 
· Be sure to arrange appropriate transportation means out to Stimpson, and also ask for parent or other adult volunteers to accompany the field trip.
Part II: LESSON DESCRIPTION

Classroom Activity
A. What’s in a name? (5-10 minutes)
1. Prior to visiting Stimpson, pass out the scientific names and common names to groups of 2 or 3 students, so that each group has both the scientific and common name of a plant. 
2. Tell the students to try to pronounce the names, and see if they recognize the plant. They may either talk about it with partners or share as a class, or they may try to draw whatever the name sounds like. Allow the students to be creative and to draw whatever comes to mind when they hear Mahonia aquifolium or Oregon grape. 
B. Common plants (5-10 minutes or more time for research) 
1. Now show pictures of the trees and plants that live at Stimpson, and talk about the different characteristics of them. Tell students that they have both the scientific and common names of a plant, and show the pictures of the plants.

2. Ask where they have seen any of the plants – other parks, forests, or outdoor areas in Whatcom County or elsewhere. Tell the students they will be responsible for finding one of these plants – assign one plant to each student or to a group of students, and tell them they will need to look for this plant during their visit to Stimpson. 
3. Students may use the field guides or the provided information (or they may do their own research at the library or using the Internet) to become familiar with the plant. If students are making their own note cards, they should write at least 3 important facts about the plant, including enough of a description so they will know how to find it. 
4. If this is the class’s first visit to Stimpson Family Nature Reserve, please take the time to talk to the students about the importance of preserving plants and the reason for designating Stimpson as a nature reserve. Students should have appropriate behavior for the nature reserve and stay on the paths so as not to disturb the plants or animals. They should also have fun and enjoy their visit!
Field Activity

Take class to Stimpson Family Nature Reserve. For directions and other information, see Field Trip Planning and Logistics, or contact the Whatcom Land Trust or Whatcom County Parks & Recreation.
C. Stimpson visit (60-90 minutes)
1. Allow the students to walk on the trail and examine the plants on the sides of the path, exploring the nature reserve. If time allows and students are able, take the Main Loop (3.0 miles) – otherwise take the Geneva Pond Loop (1.2 miles). 
2. After about 10 minutes of free walking and exploring, direct the students to look for their particular plant. Some will be more obvious to find than others, so be prepared to help answer questions and offer clues to the students to help them identify the plants. Be sure to have the parent or other adult volunteers spaced along the trail so as to be of assistance and for safety for the students. 
3. After the students find their plants, instruct them to go over the information they know about the plant. Once they are ready, have them teach the rest of the class about the plant. Make sure they include how they identified the plant when talking to the rest of the class.

4. If the students have their own journals, they can write down what they learn from their classmates along with a picture they draw of the plants. This way, the students might be able to associate the plants with their classmates, too, so as to further help them make a connection with the plants at Stimpson. If a digital camera is available, take a picture of the plants with the student or students who identified it, and later, print pictures (black and white on computer paper works fine) for the students to include in their field guides.
5. After each student or group of students has shared the information about their plants, continue on the Geneva Pond Loop or Main Loop, pointing out other plants that the students didn’t identify.
Part III: BACKGROUND INFORMATION
A. Plants at Stimpson

Note: The information provided details only a sampling of the plants found at Stimpson, but there are many more! 
Common and Scientific Name Cards 
Photocopy and cut out for use in activity.

	Big leaf maple

Acer macrophyllum
	Douglas-fir

Pseudotsuga menziesii
	Horsetail

Equisetum arvense

	Oregon grape

Mahonia aquifolium
	Red alder

Alnus rubra
	Salal

Gaultheria shallon

	Salmonberry

Rubus spectabilis
	Skunk cabbage

Symplocarpus foetidus
	Stinging nettle

Urtica dioica

	Sword fern

Polystichum munitum
	Western hemlock

Tsuga heterophylla
	Western red cedar

Thuja plicata


Plant Flashcards

	Big Leaf Maple
Acer macrophyllum
· Largest maple species in world.
· Carries the most moss out of any tree in the area. 
· Often has multiple trunks stemming out of original trunk. 
· Has large green leaves up to 1 foot long that change color in autumn 
· Has “helicopter” seeds.
	Douglas-Fir Tree
Pseudotsuga menziesii
· One of largest tree species in world (some recorded over 300 feet tall!)
· Very thick, furrowed bark, especially in old growth trees
· Fire-resistant trees, can often see fire scars on bark.
· Cones have “mouse-like” tails and feet.

	Horsetail
Equisetum arvense
· Segmented stem, with alternating rings of green and brown ending in a brushy green tail looking like a horse’s tail. 
· Produces spores instead of seeds. 
· Called a “living fossil.” 

	Oregon grape
Mahonia aquifolium
· Leaves look like holly leaves, dark green and shiny. 
· Small yellow flowers and dark blue-purple berries that look like grapes. 
· Natives used this plant widely for medicinal purposes. 
· Its tart berries attract birds.

	Red Alder Tree
Alnus rubra 

· Require lots of sunlight. 

· One of first trees to grow after a disturbance like fire or logging. 

· Large leaves with tooth-edges.
· Bark is actually red, but has splotchy patches of white lichen.

· Natives used wood to smoke salmon, and make bowls and utensils.
	Salal
Gaultheria shallon
· Dark glossy green leaves often used in flower bouquets. 

· Grows well in the shade and in the sun. 

· Purple-black berries attract birds and bears. 

· Berries are used in jams, oftentimes mixed with Oregon grape berries.  

	Salmonberry
Rubus spectabilis 

· The leaves in sets of three. 

· If you fold the top leaf down, it looks like a butterfly. 

· Edible berries (well liked by birds).

·  Leaves and fresh shoots often eaten by deer. 

· Native peoples also ate fresh shoots and often ate berries with salmon.
	Skunk cabbage
Symplocarpus foetidus

· Largest leaves of any native plant in region, with bright yellow-green flowers. 

· Has a “skunk”-like smell that attracts flies and beetles (who help the plant pollinate). 

· Used by Natives for burns and injuries. Also used to line baskets and wrap around foods to bake in a fire.

	Stinging nettle
Urtica dioica

· Soft green leaves with hairy leaves – some of those hairs are stinging hairs! 

· Nettles may be eaten and taste similar to spinach when cooked. 

· Leaves also used to treat pain, among other medicinal uses.
	Sword fern
Polystichum munitum
· Very abundant fern!

· Prefer to live in the understory of moist soil.

· Natives sometimes ate the “rhizomes” – the “anchor” root of the plant. 

· Fronds at the end of the plant that haven’t uncurled are called “fiddleheads.”

	Western Hemlock Tree
Tsuga heterophylla
· Washington’s state tree

· Shade-tolerant, can grow under dense canopies.

· Trees known for its droopy tops. 

· Cones are numerous and small, about the size of a penny. 

· Natives used branches as a net to catch fish.
	Western Red Cedar Tree
Thuja plicata 

· Wood is rot resistant.
· Natives used inner bark used for clothes. Wood used for homes, canoes, totem poles, boxes; plus medicinal uses. 

·  J-shaped branches.

· Scaly leaves that look like flattened braids.


Lesson Plan: What Is A Nature Reserve?
This lesson helps students understand what a nature reserve is, and to know how it may be similar or different from a park, National Park, National Forest, or other outdoor public space. 

Part I: LESSON OVERVIEW
A. Objectives

Upon completion of this activity students will be able to:
· Understand what a nature reserve is.

· Understand the reason for designating Stimpson as a nature reserve.

· Recognize the different types of parks and public forests and other outdoor spaces.

· Understand the role of the Whatcom Land Trust.

B. Key Terms

· Nature reserve, national forest, land trust, preservation, conservation

C. Materials:

· Paper and writing utensils
· Photos of outdoor places (See Preparation)
· Field guides and manuals
D. Preparation

· Find photos of outdoor places, particularly forests, in books or magazines, electronically using the Internet, or through another sort of resource. Try to find well known places that students may have been to or might recognize. 

· Be sure to include a variety of types of forests or areas: national park, national forest, nature reserve, wilderness area, recreation area, city park, county park, state park, etc. – and it’s okay if the pictures look similar, as long as they are actually different places.

· Make sure there is a way to show the pictures to the students, whether using a document camera project, slide projector, Power Point, computer screen, etc.

Part II: LESSON DESCRIPTION
Classroom Activity
A. Discussion (15-20 minutes)
1. In the classroom, show the students the variety of pictures. Ask the students if there are any differences among the parks/forests/areas. Maybe they have been to a certain place and know that dogs aren’t allowed, or whatever else. They may not recognize that there are differences, but talk about how different groups own these different places, and that determines how the place is used.

Questions to ask:

· What types of groups use these various trails and outdoor areas? (Hikers, photographers, hunters, equestrians, bird watchers, etc.)

· Why aren’t dogs allowed in North Cascades National Park?

· Who owns the Mount Baker area?

· Why do you have to have a Recreation Pass for the national forest, or pay an entrance fee at some national parks, but not pay to go to the Whatcom County Parks?

· Do you know which parks in Bellingham are part of the Bellingham Parks & Recreation, and which parks are part of the Whatcom County Parks & Recreation?

2. These discussion questions should get the conversation rolling about the different types of public parks/forests and about who owns them. Ask if anyone has ever been to or heard of the Stimpson Family Nature Reserve.

3. Either in class or as a homework assignment, give students the Comparing Outdoor Places worksheet or something similar, so they can show that they understand the differences among the different designations of outdoor places. 

4. Go over the homework assignment as a class, calling on students to give their answers and examples to each. 
Field Activities

Take class to Stimpson Family Nature Reserve. For directions and other information, see Field Trip Planning and Logistics, or contact the Whatcom Land Trust or Whatcom County Parks & Recreation.

B. Exploring (60-90 minutes)
1. Take either the Geneva Pond or Main Loop, depending on time constraints, and have students look for ways in which Stimpson is similar or different to other places they have been. They could compare a commonly visited park, such as Boulevard Park, and write the similarities and differences. 
Questions to ask:

· What types of activities do they see people doing at Boulevard Park? What do they see here at Stimpson? 
· What plants and animals have they seen or heard at Boulevard? What about at Stimpson?
· How is Stimpson similar or different from other places?
· Why is it called a “nature reserve?” What are the advantages and disadvantages to designating Stimpson as such?
2. Students should be taking notes about these various questions, as they will have to write an essay later regarding the differences among these various outdoor places. 

3. Tell the students a little about the history of Stimpson, and briefly mention the different landowners: Whatcom Land Trust, Whatcom County, Department of Natural Resources, and the City of Bellingham. The students will learn more about the history and these landowners when they write their essays.

4. Give the students a chance to both hike silently along the trail, as well as to sit or stand in silence somewhere along the trail. They may write or draw anything that comes to mind, if they wish. 

5. Bring along field guides and manuals so the students can look up various plants and animals. 
Classroom Activity
C. Debriefing (15-20 minutes) 
1. Back in the classroom, discuss the trip and what students liked or disliked about Stimpson. Ask the students to consider what might have happened to the area had the Stimpson family not donated the land to the Whatcom Land Trust. Briefly explain the Whatcom Land Trust and its role.
2. Assign the students the following essay prompt, or something similar:
Now that you have visited Stimpson Family Nature Reserve, it is your assignment to write a 2- to 4-page paper discussing its designation as a “nature reserve.” This will require you to define “nature reserve” and compare it to other types of designations. What sets Stimpson apart from other parks? You will also need to research the Stimpson family, Whatcom Land Trust, Whatcom County Parks & Recreation, Department of Natural Resources, and other organizations/involved parties as they come up. Cite all sources, including at least one human source. You will trade papers with a partner to edit before submitting your final draft.
Name: ____________________

Comparing Outdoor Places

List a general definition of each term, and include local examples for each. For instance, name any parks, forests, nature reserves, wilderness areas, recreation areas, etc. that fit within each category. Write where Stimpson Family Nature Reserve fits in, keeping in mind the various owners. Use the back of the sheet if needed. 

City Park

County Park

State Park

National Forest

National Park
Are there additional types of places not listed here?
Stimpson Family Nature Reserve

Information about how to get to Stimpson as well as about the nature reserve. 
Getting There
From I-5, take the Lakeway exit and head east along Lakeway Drive.  After about three miles you'll pass a fire station on your right, and then a blinking yellow light hanging over the road.  The next road is Lake Louise Road where you'll take a right. Continue for 1.6 miles until you reach a boulder-lined gravel parking lot on your left. Park here and let the adventure begin. The park is also served by Whatcom Transit Authority Route #512: Sudden Valley/Downtown.

To meet the preservation requirements of the conservation easement on this property, bicycles, dogs, other domestic animals, and collecting or disturbing natural features are prohibited.

About Stimpson

The Stimpson Family Nature Reserve, located east of Bellingham on Lake Louise Road offers visitors easy access to a healthy natural environment with both wetland and forest ecosystems. Over four miles of well-maintained trails cover the 350 acres of the reserve, providing both easy and intermediate walking. A short approach trail leads visitors past a beautiful beaver pond wetland with an enclosed lookout. Beyond this lookout the trail meanders over a couple wooden bridges eventually leading to a fork with two loops touring the remainder of the reserve. The Geneva Pond Loop Trail is a short, 1.2-mile round-trip, with awesome views of the Geneva Pond wetland. For a longer adventure, the Main Loop Trail offers a 2.8-mile round-trip of mellow terrain. 


Although the Whatcom Land Trust, the Department of Natural Resources, the City of Bellingham, and Whatcom County jointly own the reserve, it was the seven children of Edward and Catharine Stimpson who donated the heart of the reserve to the Whatcom Land Trust in 2000 in memory of their parents. Whatcom County Parks & Recreation manages the property while honoring the intent of the donors by focusing on resource protection and education. Whatcom Land Trust maintains a permanent stewardship endowment for the upkeep of Stimpson.

Field Trip Planning and Logistics

Below is a quick overview of some planning and logistical information. Please review prior to visiting Stimpson.
A few things to keep in mind when planning a fieldtrip:

· Plan for weather. Weather in Whatcom County can be unpredictable and is often wet and cool. Stimpson sits in the hills around Lake Whatcom and is often covered by low clouds when downtown Bellingham may be clear. Be ready with rain gear and seasonal clothing so all the students are comfortable during their visit.
· Bus parking is possible in the large gravel parking lot. The parking lot’s two entrances allow for easy access and departures.

· Cell phone coverage is spotty once away from the parking lot and varies with service provider.

· Emergency Facilities are nearby should they be needed. There is a fire station with EMT service located in the Geneva Neighborhood and at Sudden Valley.

· Are you planning lunch? Stimpson Family Nature Reserve doesn’t accommodate classes with an area for sit-down meals, unless everyone wants to sit on the trail. If adults or students are squeamish about sitting in the dirt, lunch may work best on the bus between field lessons. Students can also eat on their feet. 

· No bathroom facilities on the premises. 

· No garbage facilities on the premises. All garbage will need to be taken back to the school with the class. A visit to Stimpson Nature Reserve requires Leave No Trace practices. 

For additional information, please contact: 

Whatcom Land Trust
PO Box 6131
Bellingham, WA 98227
(360) 650.9470
www.whatcomlandtrust.org
Whatcom County Parks & Recreation
3373 Mount Baker Highway
Bellingham, WA 98226
(360) 733.2900
http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/parks/index.jsp
Subjects: Science, Communication, Expressive Arts


EALRs Covered:


Science: 1.1, 1.2, 2.1�Communication: 1.1, 1.2�Health and Fitness: 1.1


Duration: One 20-minute classroom session, one 60-minute field session


Age of Students: 6-8 years


Group Size: One Class


Location: Classroom and Outdoors


Placed Based: Whatcom County, Stimpson Family Nature Reserve





Subjects: Creative Writing, Communication, Storytelling


EALRs Covered:


Writing: 1.1, 1.3, 1.5, 2.2, 2.3, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3�Educational Technology: 1.2, 1.3, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4�Reading: 3.1�Communication: 1.1, 1.2


Science: 2.1, 3.2


Duration: Two 20-40-minute classroom sessions, one 60-90-minute field session


Age of Students: 8-11 years


Group Size: One Class


Location: Classroom and Outdoors


Placed Based: Whatcom County, Stimpson Family Nature Reserve





Subjects: Science, Writing, Art, Communication


EALRs Covered:�Educational Technology: 1.2, 1.3, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4�Reading: 3.1�Communication: 1.1, 1.2, 3.1, 3.3�Science: 2.1, 3.2�Writing: 1.5, 2.2, 3.3


Duration: One 10-20-minute classroom session, one 60-90-minute field session


Age of Students: 8-11 years


Group Size: One Class


Location: Classroom and Outdoors


Placed Based: Whatcom County, Stimpson Family Nature Reserve





Subjects: Writing, History, Social Studies


EALRs Covered:�Social Studies: 1.2, 3.1, 3.2�Writing: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 2.2, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 4.1, 4.2�Reading: 2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 3.1�Educational Technology: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4


Duration: Two 20-minute classroom sessions, one 60-90-minute field session


Age of Students: High School


Group Size: One Class


Location: Classroom and Outdoors


Placed Based: Whatcom County, Stimpson Family Nature Reserve
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